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Seasonal Firefighting Positions
Engine, Handcrew, Prevention, Lookout
GS-0462-03/04





The North Zone Fire Management of the Black Hills National Forest will be selecting seasonal firefighter positions for the 2012 season, at the GS-03 and GS-04 level with duty locations of Spearfish, South Dakota and Sundance, Wyoming. 

*ABOUT THE POSITION*

The positions are located on the Northern Hills Ranger District (Spearfish, SD and the Bearlodge Ranger District (Sundance, WY), within the North Zone of the Black Hills National Forest.  Firefighting positions are typically filled from May through November.  Off-zone fire assignments may last from 14 to 21 days away from employee’s duty station.  While not performing suppression and prescribed fire activities, the employees may be assigned to other resource management activities such as hazardous fuels reduction, brush disposal, recreation, range, wildlife, or timber. Incumbent is required to complete a Health Screening Questionnaire (HSQ) and/or a physical examination prior to taking the Work Capacity Test (WCT).  Based on the type of work performed, TAKING and PASSING the Work Capacity Test (WCT) at the ARDUOUS level is a condition of employment.  
 
We are seeking high-quality individuals, with diverse backgrounds and experiences, to participate in the professional growth of the North Zone Fire Management program. 


Some of the experiences, knowledge, skills and abilities that we look for in people are;


· Strong, diverse experience in wildland fire fighting techniques and tactics. 
· Good written and oral communication skills.
· A positive attitude towards the work environment and fellow crew members.
· A safe and professional working attitude.
· Ability to work effectively within a zone organization
· Leadership abilities and team building.
· A strong work ethic.
· Forestry  background.
· High level of physical fitness.  


* NORTH ZONE FIRE MANAGEMENT *

The North Zone of the Black Hills N.F. has a reciprocal area of 1.2 million acres across two states (WY & SD), five counties, and multiple federal land agencies (USFS, BLM, & NPS).  The Zone averages 35 ignitions per year and has approximately 65 to 85 responses a year within the reciprocal.  

The fire management program staffs 3 – Type 6 Engines, 1 – Type 4 Engine, 1 – Type 3 Engine, 1 Prevention Module with Type 6 Engine,  2 – Initial Attack Handcrews (10-person/ea) 2- Fuels Tech’s and three lookouts.  Program leadership consists of a Zone FMO, 2 – AFMO-Ops, 2 – AFMO-Fuels (Planners), and a Fire Operations Supervisor.


* BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST *

The 1.2 million-acre Black Hills National Forest is located in southwestern South Dakota and northeastern Wyoming.  The Black Hills rise from the adjacent grasslands into forest dominated by ponderosa pine, spruce and aspen. It is described as an “Island in the Plains” with the diversity of wildlife and plants reaching from the eastern forests to the western plains.  The Forest boasts a good balance of multiple uses, and a wide range of recreation activities.

The Black Hills National Forest employs approximately 290 permanent full time employees on four ranger districts and a supervisor’s office.  We are the largest forest in the Rocky Mountain Region in terms of budget, workforce, timber production and fire management.  The fire management program on the Black Hills National Forest is one of the largest in the Rocky Mountain region and includes: an average of 145 ignitions per year (in short return interval ponderosa pine), and staffs 18 Type VI Engines, 2 Type IV Engines, 2 Type III Engines, an exclusive use Type III helicopter, an Interagency Hotshot Crew, a national heavy helicopter contract, air tanker base and an interagency dispatch center.


* NORTHERN HILLS RANGER DISTRICT *

The Northern Hills Ranger District encompasses approximately 326,000 acres in the northern part of the Black Hills.  Timber harvest, related silvicultural activities, and fuels reduction activities are the largest resource programs on the district.  Average annual timber offer is approximately 40 million board feet.  The district also has very active programs in lands and minerals, wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, cultural resources, and livestock grazing.  Game species on the district include white-tailed deer and mule deer, Rocky Mountain elk, Merriam's turkey and ruffed grouse.

* SPEARFISH COMMUNITY *

Spearfish is located 45 miles west of Rapid City, South Dakota and 10 miles east of the South Dakota/Wyoming state line.  It is also located about 400 miles northeast of Denver, Colorado and 500 miles west of Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Interstate 90 is adjacent to the town.  Elevation is 3,680 feet above sea level.  Population is about 12,000, including nearby developments.

Spearfish is a thriving and progressive community and is very scenic, since it is immediately adjacent to the northernmost slopes of the Black Hills. Temperatures are moderate, though seasonal, with warm, dry summers and cold, snowy winters.  
Average rainfall is 22 inches and average snowfall is 31 inches.  Prevailing winds are from the northwest.  The average annual mean temperature is 47.5 degrees with an average January temperature of 26.6 degrees and an average July temperature of 72.6 degrees.

Spearfish offers a 4 year university (Black Hills State Univ.), 21 churches, 23 motels, 4 banks, one hospital, a nursing home, numerous dentists, doctors and chiropractors, 3 grocery stores, public library, 2 newspapers, cable television, 6 indoor theatres, post office, radio stations, telephone and telegraph service, police and volunteer fire department, emergency medical technicians, city offices and many retail businesses. 
The nearest airport is Black Hills Airport 4 miles east of Spearfish; commercial airline service is available at Rapid City Regional Airport, 55 miles east of Spearfish.

Recreation facilities include a golf course, 2 bowling alleys, soccer and baseball fields, tennis and horseshoe courts, museums, 6 parks, a large indoor fitness and athletic center (located on the Black Hills State University campus-available for public use with membership) which includes an indoor pool and track, a city campground and several private campgrounds.  Forest Service campgrounds are available within 15 miles of town.  Spearfish also has nearby access to over 300 miles of snowmobile trails, groomed and ungroomed cross-country ski trails, a 100 mile long hiking trail (Centennial Trail) and many other trails, a 110 mile long biking, hiking and horseback trail (Mickelson Trail), and 2 downhill ski areas (ski areas are near Deadwood, SD - 15 miles away).  

Major employers in or near Spearfish are Black Hills State University, Spearfish Forest Products (sawmill), Spearfish School District, Wal-Mart, Kmart, Dorsett Home (nursing home), Lookout Memorial Hospital, Holiday Inn, McDonalds, City of Spearfish, US Forest Service and Black Hills Special Service Cooperative.

Spearfish has a public school district with 3 elementary schools, 1 middle school (grades 6-8), 1 high school and 1 accredited Christian school (grades K-12).  Black Hills State University offers day and night classes.

Rental apartments range from $300 to $500 per month, with rental homes beginning at about $500 per month.  Homes to purchase range from $75,000 and up, with the average cost of a family home being between $100,000 to $120,000. There is no state income tax in South Dakota, but property taxes are fairly high (approximately $2,000 annually on a $100,000 house).  

For more information on the Spearfish community, contact the Spearfish Chamber of Commerce at 605-642-2626.


* BEARLODGE RANGER DISTRICT*

The Bearlodge District totals approximately 200,000 acres in the northern part of the Black Hills within the State of Wyoming.  Timber harvest and related silvicultural activity is the largest resource program on the district.  Average annual timber offer is about 10 to 12 million board feet.  The district also has very active programs in lands and minerals, wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, cultural resources, and livestock grazing.  Game species on the district include white-tailed and mule deer, Rocky Mountain elk, Merriam’s turkey and Ruffed grouse.
*SUNDANCE COMMUNITY*
 The Bearlodge Ranger District has an office on the eastern edge of Sundance, Wyoming, which has a population of approximately 1,200.
Sundance is located 30 miles west of Spearfish, SD, 74 miles northwest of Rapid City, SD, 365 miles north of Denver, Colorado, 542 miles west of Minneapolis and 200 miles northeast of Casper, Wyoming.  The elevation of Sundance is 4,753 feet above sea level.
The town of Sundance is a scenic community with moderate temperatures.  The average annual mean temperature is 43.6 degrees with the average January temperature 19.1 degrees and July's average of 69.8 degrees.  The annual average rainfall is 9.0 inches and annual snowfall is 77 inches.  Prevailing winds are from the northwest.
The community of Sundance offers one library, two day care centers, ten churches, four motels, one RV park, one hospital, a nursing home, one dentist, three doctors, one newspaper, one bank, cable television, post office, telephone service, telegraph, police department, volunteer fire department, emergency medical technicians, city offices, as well as some local retail businesses.  The nearest airport is Black Hills Airport four miles east of Spearfish and other commercial airline services are available at Gillette, WY and Rapid City, SD.  
Public recreation in Sundance include one baseball field, one golf course, two tennis courts, one bike path, one swimming pool, and two parks.  In the immediate vicinity is trout fishing, access to over 300 miles of snowmobile trails, hunting, hiking and camping.  Forest service campgrounds near Sundance are Cook Lake, Reuter, and Sundance Trailhead.  Devils Tower National Monument is located 27 miles northwest of Sundance. There is a Wyoming State Park at Keyhole Reservoir 19 miles west on Interstate 90.
Other area recreation facilities and attractions available are the:  Crook County Museum, Crook County Art Gallery, Ranch A, D.C. Booth Historical Fish Hatchery, Matthew's Opera House, Black Hills Passion Play, Thoen Stone Monument, High Plains Heritage Center; Donald E. Young Sports and Fitness Center-BHSU; Bear Butte State Park, Spearfish Canyon Scenic Byway, and downhill and cross country skiing.
Major employers in Sundance are: Crook County School District, US Government agencies, Powder River Electric (REA), Crook County Nursing Home, Energy Electric (construction), and Wyoming Transportation Department.
Other major employers within commuting distance include Black Hills State University, Pope and Talbot, Inc., Neiman Sawmill, Black Hills Power and Light, various mining companies, including and a variety of service jobs in the tourism industry.
Rental homes are scarce in Sundance, rent ranges from $400-600/month for an average three bedroom home.  There are a limited number of homes for sale in the $75,000 to $100,000 range.  Sundance has a public school district with one elementary school, one junior high and one high school and a Community Education Program.  Black Hills State University at Spearfish, SD, and offers both day and night classes.
The Sundance area is a thriving community with recreational opportunities unending.  It is truly a great place to live!  Property taxes in Wyoming are very reasonable; the property taxes in South Dakota are considerably higher.
If you are interested in joining our program please contact us. 

Chris Zoller – Assistant Fire Management Officer, Northern Hills Ranger District
	czoller@fs.fed.us
	Phone: 605-642-4622 (Spearfish Office)

	Trevor Papenfuss – Fire Operations Specialist, Bearlodge Ranger District
	tpapenfuss@fs.fed.us 
Phone: 307-283-1361 (Sundance Office)

*To apply, log on to www.avuedigitalservices.com
Be sure to select desired duty station, Spearfish or Sundance.
To increase your chances of employment, select both locations.
We would like to start making seasonal selections the 1st of February.

** For more helpful information on the Avue application process, please visit our website - http://northzonefire.com/

 




TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT ANNOUNCEMENT NUMBERS





These positions will be advertised under the following Open Continuous Registries.
	Title
	Grade
	Link to Job Announcement and Additional Information

	Forestry Aid (Fire)
	GS-3
	OCRT-462-3-FIRE-DT

	Forestry Tech (Fire Engine Operator)
	GS-4
	OCRT-462-4-ENGINE-DT

	Forestry Tech (Hand Crew)
	GS-4
	OCRT-462-4-HANDCREW-DT 

	Forestry Tech (Lookout)
	GS-4
	OCRT-462-4-LOOK-DT



If you are unable to select the links above, go to USAJOBS.gov and enter the announcement number into the search window.  The “How to Apply” tab will provide additional information.
Please submit your application in AVUE prior to January 31, 2012 in order to be considered for these positions.  A referral list will be requested on that date.  Additional lists may be requested following this date if vacancies still remain.
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